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(Conclusion.)
Other governments have labored for tha diffusion of learning
among their people. Scotland, Prussia, Germany and France,
and many of the States of our Union, bave made legal provision
for the education of their children, They have acted upon the
wise principle that it is not the extent of territory, nor the for.
tility of the soil, nor number of population which make up thy
wealth and strength of & State.  All these are but accessories.
"The virtue and intelligence of the people comstitute the true
patness of the State.
‘T'wo of the first people that entered upon the system of com.
non school education, were Scotland and the then infant Colony
of Massachusetts, more than two centuries ago. Those coun.
es are by nature cold, barren and inhospitable. Bat they
have reared a shrewd, hardy, ingenious race of sons, often of
pacious intelloct and comprehensive knowledge. They have
the most universally educated population in the world, The
ve made their bleak and rock.bound hills bloom as the gar.
dens of Italy, ‘They have sent school-masters over the globe,
Somoe one was telling Dr. Johnson of the noble prospects, and
agnificent scenery of Scotland—the sturdy old Englishman
plied: “The finest prospect & Scotchman ever sees, is the
high road to London.” This was at once high praise to the
»fficiency of Scotch education, and & strong censure on English
neglect im this particular. He bad often seen that road lead
the Seotchman to fame and to fortune,” And thus we often
seo the enterprising Yankee, formed in the Yankee school-
house, bearing away in our midst, the richest rewards, from the
moro Juxurious and indolent sons of the South. The South
produces the staple which moves the work-shops, the machine.
ry. the merchant fleets, the commerce of the world. But its
riches take wings unto themselves and floe away. They find
their abiding places in the marble palaces, and granite store-
rooms of the merchants of the East, and of the lords of the loom
and the spindle, - What England could not do in the days of
Lord Chntham by force, our brethren do * by insinoation.” —
They scarcely let u¢ make & hob ail for ourselves, The cause
of all this lies in the Yankee school-house. They out caleulate
us, 'To battle them sucressfully we must stand upon the same
platform, and use the same weapons. We must build schoal:
houses. In the days of Charles II. geatlemen rarely learnt
Arithmetic; that race of gentlemen, I fear, still have descen-
dants living in the Southern portion of these United States. —
But I trust that day and that race are fast drawing to & close;
and thatthe dawn of a better era is now appearing.
Yovrse Gesriexexy or vue P Siema axp Hesmeax
Boomeries :— ; :
Tuxs in the close of the first session of the Institution. No
ancient monuments surround you, No mighty spirits of the past,
the goardisn genii of the place watch over you, No bhallowed
recollections of other daya—ol former trials or of former tri.
umphs cluster around you. You bave no past'to look to,
boyond the exercises of the present occasion. These show
thut you have begun nobly, but this is not emough. It is the
end which crowns the work, The future is all yours. Re-
member your position, and the responsibilities which attach
to you. You are the framers of your own fortune and reputa-
lion—and not of your own alone. ‘I he University must long
bear the character which ve to it. At the time you ma-
trieulated, its history was a blank ; from that time its history

is & record of your acts.

The members of an University are pioneers in th e figld of

scignce. They are expected to explore the beaten path of
those who have gone belore them, and to extend still further
the aphere of knowledge. They must not fall below the stan-
dard which this age of mnexampled activity in every depart-
ment of literature and learning exacts. They must be pre.
pared at all points, to stand their ground in the grest contest
for intellectual among men. Your societies formed
for mutual improvement, are valualle suxiliarios to this end,

These socisties, clubs or associations have been favorite modes | proper

intercourse and instruction, with literary mon in all ages.’
ideas are oflen genarated in the study or the closet, but
yhnu“hoﬂdgf&oﬂl Thay are best pre-
for this trial by the scrutiny of our fellows—of those who
::.:a'lp‘hm pursuits and similar investigations.—
are compared—oonclusions are tried —thelr accuracy es-
tablished, or their fallacy expdaed. Tho jodgments of men rest
upos opinion in regard (0 mont sulyects, and wisdom distrusts
its own dedoctions, until conflrmed by the déelsion of others.
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emulation. They dh'dpli;a the mind, and increase the stores

are improved in the process. In some eyes, a greal pame
stands out, in unchallenged pre-eminence before all others, and
retains that superority in all after time. Shakspeare, Bacom
Newton and Washington are of this class, But these are only
shining exceptions from the general rule, Emulation is the
great incentive 1o noble deeds. Pitt was roused into rivalry by
For—and Napoleon provoked Willington as an antagonist.—
The bighest exertions of intellect are made under the strongest
pressure of emulation ; and hothing keeps emulation alive so
much, as generous eompetition with our fellows.
This age is eminently utilitarian in its character, and rigidly
discountenances all that does not approach to this standard.—
But it often happens that what appears to be merely speculative,
concoals a principle of inealculable utility in its scope. The
monk who invented gunpowder, did not know that he was pre.
paring a change in the entire system of war. He who first ob.
served the polarity of the magnet, had but little foresight into
the practical uses it was to subserve. Yet'%hat opened & new
era in navigation, and enabled the mariner to traverse the path-
less ocean, and to spread his sails in seas hitherto unknown.—-
He who first noticed tha expansive force of steam exemplified,
by boiling water throwing the lid from a kettle, little thought
that that principle was to pervade every department of life.—
That it was to liit the balloon into the atmosphere—to propel
the machinery of countless manufsctories—to drive vessels
across the ocean, and to drag burthens of immense weight at
race.horse speed alikg over hills and mountains and valleys,
He who drew the lightning from Heaven little dreamed that it
was soon 1o be made the medium of instantaneous intercouse
from one end of the continent to the other. All this demon-
states that cur studies should not be too exclusively confined to
tho ostensibly useful, because the speculative often leads to the
most vast practicnl results, All knowledge is useful. Every
idea that is planted in the mind, increases its capacity, and that
which at first may seery but as a grain of mustard seed, may
goon be developed into & mighty system of grandeur and use-
fulness. Yet'it is not wise to distract the mind by too great
a variety of studies. The sciences are social and flourish
best in proximity with each other: they are all more or less
allied, But some leading pursuit should be selected, and other
studies kept subordinate to this and made subsequent toit. A
free interchange of thought in regard to your respective studies
makes each partake somewhat, in the labors of each, and all
profit by the commerce.
Anotber obvious tendency of your societies is to improve their
members as speakers. Practice is absolutely necessary o make
a ready debate, or an eloquent orator. The springs of eloquence
have & deeper source than mere practice, and perhaps no ene
can be truly an orator whose lips aro not touched with the hal-
jowed fire of geniue. Yet even this highest gilt of nature is
useless, upless improved by the habit of public speaking. No-
where is eloquence so much prized as with us, and nowhere
does it lead to such rewards and results. Its true sphere is in
a free government. Fame and fortune wait upon its steps, and
men render it an hemage paid to no other intellectunl effort. —
Eloquence is power of the highest order.  For the time it reigns
supreme in the hearts of its hearers, and exercises an sb-olute
control over their minds.  *Secience, and poetry, and thought are
its lamps.” It is the guardian of these golden keys, of which it
Las begn beautifully said :—
“This can unloek the gates of joy |
Of horror that, and thrilling fears,
Or ope the souree of aympathetic tearns," 2
It moves a multitude as with one will, transfuses its faeling into
their minds, and bears them whither it pleaseth.  Bat this high-
est reach of power is beyond the province of the mere debater.
A field wide, however, and full of wtility is open to him. His of.
fice is to convince the understanding. Yet be often rises into
regions that are consecrated to eloquence. The heat of debate
often strikes out the finest thoughts —mind kindles in the colli-
sion with mind, and a stream of light marks the psthway of dis-
cussion. 'Who would not 1eil, to gain the talisman, which gives
to its owner an influenco over mind, more potent than the scep-
tre of the monarch.
Nothing grest in buman affairs is ever achisved without Ia.
bor. ‘The vast cities of edmmerco—the tesming products of
agriculture—the monuments of genius, of eloquence and of po-
etry—the discoveties of science—the trophies of war are all
the results of labor. Not the fitful labor of impulse and excite-
ment, relazed as soon as the paroxiem is over, but labor patient,
enduring, and guided by the application of proper means 1o
ends. Such is the labor which Jeads to success. It s
such labor mental or bodily, which in all ages bas made men
great, and nations prospercus and bappy, and which makes the
earth smile as & new Paradise. The past is bot a history of its
deeds, and the future has no hope or promise but in its efforte.
Look on the psblic wen who are now distinguished in the coun.
cils of (he pation, and with fow they have been nur.
tured in the school of poverty, tried by early misfortune ang
by difbculties overcome and obstacies subdued.
They bave labored with patience and perseversace, They
bided (heir time. Opportunity calne s it comes alwayy to the
brave and stout q. Each bright example thun presented to
the world, bocomes s token and an assurance, that the same
couree of conduct will lead to Uie same happy Tesulie. Such
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_The great men of the age reflect light around them. | dorm
improve sach other. Contact and colmion produce’ ens who

of knowledge.. There is mutual action and reaction, and all l

be sanctioned by General Taylor ‘un-
lexs he violates the pledges given to the
peo;alr.'

direct to the Republic—*“In the event
of the passage of a law containing
the Wilmot Proviso, or any similar
provision will Gen. T'aylor veto it, or
will he approve it!”

Union has marked Gen, Taylor's po.
sition. If Congress should pass the
Wilmot Proviso or any similur provis
sion, Gen. To

he violates (he
people. And again, it Congressshould
pass o law allowiog slavery
Mexico and California, he will s
that. He is bound not to oppose':i:
wishes of the people, as expressed
through their Represeniatives.
ther the North vor the South can ex-
pect legislation from the President;
but either and both have a right to |P#
‘expect that he will not oppose his ve.
to to the action of the goverament
since its establishment has shown it
to be constitational.

to say something about the Druids
and their worship. The gentleman
who is getting up and arranging the
mysterics :
dical exhibigie

.
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the how eautious is the soldier, to see (hat his arms and equipage
are in the best order; why be less eareful In 1be great battle of
life, where so much depends upon preparation.  The more
broad you here lay-the foundation, the more solid and more du-
rable will be the edifice you hereafler rear. But even while
striving o amass the treasures of wisdom, it should always be
borne in mind, that bright as genius Liag may be, the
pure ray of virtue is still brighter. -

. To those of you who may intend to ent!
fessions, permit me to gay in the languag@of one who svas fully.
competent to judge, and who had practicaMdemonstration of the
truth of what he said: “That your success in life will depend
principally upon three things, . First upon a great and constant-
ly increasing knowledge of your profession; secondly upon an
industrious discharge of its duties, and thirdly upon the preser-
vation of your moral character.”” But in the professions there
must be nd’ pruse—no loitering by the way side, but a steady
ond contthued progression, This truth is nowhere more for-
cibly or more beautifully enforeed, than by the bard of Avon,
the immortal Shakspeare:— .

“ Perseverance
Keeps honor bright, to have done, is to hang
Quite out of fashion, like & rosiy nail,
In mopumental mockery. Take the instant way;
For honor travels in a stmit so narrow,
Where one bat goes abreast, Keep then the path ;
For emulation hath a thousand sons, '
That one by onc pursae, If you give way,
Or hedge gside from the direct forth right,
Like 1o an gotered tide, they will rush hy,
And Jeave you hindmosti—
Or like a galiant horse, fall'n {romt rank,
Lie there for pavement (o the abject rear,

e of the learned pro-
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- These.are the preéepis of one who' of all the.n
lived, might best have reliod on his genius alone, ehisid
bor or by luarning. . Tt is by following such precepts @
trample upon impoesibilities, and learn that to the tesoluts mind
there can be'no failure, . F ey

In a faw years the men of to-day—those who conduet’
‘siness of life, a0 dinage the affuirs of the State, will pass
the scene.” Shall t places be filled by immigrants and by.
strangers, or by o hearted sons of Mississippi, who fesl:
bzofmue under [ changes, and partake of all her joyn and
sorrows? Cons inds for the answer, pot when listen-
ing 10 the syren ‘song of ease, nor when reposing in the Castle o
Indolence, but when giving ear to the promptiugs of a neble
sense of duty, and 1o the aspirations after the WW‘
excellence. Record the response upon the tablets afyoﬁilhl‘ﬁ
as the leaching of your own betier nature, and the foreshadow.
ing of events to come, and let the history of your afier
record it as prophecy fulfilled, The dreams of ymhﬁul’m
tion are ofien realized, because they inspire the very qualities
necessary to bring thems,to pass, Men conguer when they think
they can. Resolve todo your whole daty,  Let your acts second
your resolution. ' Bear the ‘standard of bumen progress and
mipl_-fivemug‘l in the front rank of the nge.  And whan in fiture
yedrs, some one muy perchance ask this Univermuy, your alma
mater, for the evidences of her usefulness, let her be able 10 point
to the Swte and Nationsl councils—1to the bar and to the beneh
—to the labors in the field of science~30 the distingnished in
every virtuous walk of life, and sy: “There amongst the fore-
most and best of these, you may see my sons. Theso jlll.lll
fruits of my labors, and the evidences of my usefulness.” SR
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O'errun and trampled® .

To Be or Not to Be

pal editor is a southern man, confiden- ! ©es.

puted author of the second Allison
leliter—will not answer the question of
the Union whether or not the Presi-
dent will sign the Wilmot Proviso
should it be passed by Congress. This
is poor consslation 1o those Southern
men, who voted for Gan, Taylor be-
cause he was a “Louisiana Slavehol-
der and hence bound to prevent the
enactment of that iniguitous scheme.
But another leading and influential
whig organ does not hesitate in ans
swering the Union’s interrogatory—
an interrogatory concerning & matler
fraught with consequences of vilal
mport to the South. This paper is
the Philadelphin Sun. Here is its

mercial,

vlike,

ol these glasses was shown us yester-
We have directed the nttention of (4ay, in_which water was foreed, and
Southern men of nll parties to the it remained as sound as any other
fact that the Washington Republie, ‘tumbler, but on &dding a liitle poison,
the government organ whose princi- the glass flew at once in several pie-
This 18 something more myste-

tinl friend of Gen. Taylor, and the re- Tious than has been exaibited yet,and
lwo can say in all confidence that the

exhibition will.be one of remarkable
scientific wonder.—Cincinnati Com-

We bhave no doubt but when this
takes place it will be a remarkable
“seientific wonder.”
the editor of the Commercial loarn
that the Druids used glass vessels.—
We have always had the belisf thas
they were composed of horn and shell.
“Come to the feast of shells, Ossian.”
The greatest scientifie feat about the
above giass, is its knowledge of poi-
son, for assuredly their natures areso
different that they cannot act upon it

Oxecon,—A census of the .
tants of Oregon Las recently been 1
ken, and it shows that the num
the population is 5,962, including for-
signers, who nomber upwards of 800,
here are, according to the census,
2,509 voters; but in consequence of
the ahsence of many at the mines, the -
votes at the next election will be mueh
reduced. Gov. Lane bas isruned a
proclamation, fixing the nomber of
members of Council and House of
Representatives to which each county
is entitled, and ordering the election
(0 be held for them and for delegates
to Congress on the first Monday in
lane next. are six
for Congress in the field. =~ =

The rage for gold hunting confine:
ued as strong as ever at last advices,

But whers did

and both tho newspapers published in
Oregon bad su ed operations in
consequence of it, . et -

Tuz Presivesr ov tie - PRor.s~—

The whig press having disgusted all

candid avownl that the Proviso will

‘un" o
Gex'n. Tavion ox Suaveny.—The
Washington Union put the enquiry
than Heudebert ;

This query is unnecessary if the

would sign it. [l not,
pledge given to the

in New

advice as a joke,

Neis

iwo consulshi
and Botdea o
he w
From the Southern Caltivator.
Another Great Diseovery—Semsitive Glass
We had ocension some time sinoe

Moz or Heyorserr.—A Washing-
terswriter. tells thg following

1¢ way things are man-

aged by the appointiog powers of the
“no party” administration.

turalized Frenchmaun' ean be no other

“ A few weeks ago, a naturalized
Frenchman eame to the city and ap-
plied for the situation of pelty post.
master in one of the Southern towns,
He called on the postmaster General,
who plainly told him that he could
not be accommodated, .
Collamer a picce of his mind, and afs
terwards informed an ex-member of
Congroess of his non snceess. The ex-
member persaaded him to strike high
—for a forcign mission—inlending his

was in earnest and said that he would,
the next day, sece Mr. Clayton. This
he did, and represented to him that be
had made many sacrifices for the Whig
rty, »nd .now wanted a forei
sion, Mr. Clayton informed him that
were vacant—L
raux—and asked bim w

8. Tha Frenchman, be-
ing a native of Bordeaux, said that he
would go there, but this was engaged
and he readily jumped at Lyons.—
This he and Is on the eve of de-|Florida

b hlliw man *vho bourde in the
ton,” now call him the “President of .
the people!” An examination of the
votegiven lnst fall would disgustihose
who give Mr. Auatomation Za

this Cognomen. He is a great ;
ity President, nothing else.  Or
180,000 more votes were cast agdinst
him for the “ Prosident of the people.”
He was elected by the plqut.; rule
of connting. Rhode Isiand was the
only New Ea State gave
him & majority —the: 0 ve gave
majorities against him.. The South
I‘guler;':cml '
ities, - Bast,
South voted

bat in reality is only a n
cabinet of the United States.

The ‘na-

He gave Mr.

The Frenchman

mis-

and oeremonies for the Drg-
i= well known lo us




